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Activities 
planning 
approved 


By Peter Spotts 


School starts this week 
and Principal Kristin Smidy 
and her staff are looking for- 
ward to finding some creative 
ways to schedule events for 
the students with the local 
Board of Health. 

Following the successful 
Senior Paint Party for their 
parking spaces on Sept. 3, 
Smidy received permission 
from the School Committee 
on Sept. 14 to move forward 
hosting activities during the 
fall. Smidy said the plan is 
to have small gatherings the 
school could supervise and 
enforce safety guidelines and 
also give students a chance to 
see each other. 

“They [the students] 
were more than happy to 
comply [with the guidelines 
for paint day],’ Smidy said. “T 
think if the school organizes 
these activities, we can ensure 
these guidelines are in place.” 

One of these events 
took place on the first day of 
school, Wednesday, Sept. 16. 
Seniors had the opportunity 
to come by the school land 
take a picture with the school 
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OPEN FOR LEARNING 


It’s a busy week as Gateway and Hampshire Regional School Districts welcome back students 
physically and remotely for the start of the 2020-2021 school year. 





Photos by Shelby Macri and Peter Spotts 





GATEWAY 
Policies finalized 
for reopening 


By Shelby Macri 


A couple parents brought issues 
with Chromebook connectivity to the 
Gateway Regional school Committee 
during the public comment section of 
its Sept. 9 meeting. 

A parent said the Chromebook 
her child had was having trouble con- 
necting to the Gateway School website 
as well as connecting to the School 
Committee meeting via Zoom. Another 
parent agreed that the Chromebook 
his child had was having trouble 
connecting to the school website as 
well. Superintendent David Hopson 
explained that it’s most likely a quick 
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Board impressed 
with school plans 


By Peter Spotts 


Principal Stacey Jenkins and the 
team at Anne T. Dunphy Elementary 
School are geared up for the return of 
students this week after going over 
the final details with the Board of 
Selectmen at its meeting last Thursday, 
Sept. 10. 

Jenkins told the board the school 
is comfortable with its hybrid model 
bringing half the students in on 
Monday and Tuesday and the other half 
Thursday Friday, with a deep cleaning 
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Joshua A. Garcia presented 
the board with a draft for a 
price quote request to make 
some cosmetic landscape 
changes to Veterans’ Park at 
Town Commons. 

“The intent is to improve 
curb appeal,” Garcia said, and 
he added there is $15,000 set 
aside for this purpose. It is 
apparently only for that sec- 
tion of the Town Commons in 
front of the Highway Garage 
and not for the entire piece of 
land that comprises the Town 
Commons at the top of the 
hill. No annual maintenance 


is to be included. 


hidden, or moving the cannon 
balls closer to it. 

“Can we choose a plan 
or the lowest price?” asked 
Chair Cara Letendre. 

Selectboard member 
Thomas Ackley said, “We 
may choose what we like, but 
it may not be the most eco- 
nomical.” 

Letendre was concerned, 
“If we reject a bid and it’s 
not the lowest, a compa- 
ny can then come back and 
file a claim...it just becomes 
messy.’ 

Ackley was under the 
impression each firm giving 


said “Each company would 
provide one option.” 

There was no scope of 
the project in the request for 
a price, and Garcia said he 
would work on producing a 
scope. Letendre asked, “How 
much would it cost if we 
ask someone with historical 
knowledge? What about the 
Historical Commission...if 
they have a thought on it?” 

Garcia admitted that the 
Historical Commission had 
been to see him. 

The care and histor- 
ic maintenance of Town 
Commons in Massachusetts 


Conservation called “Terra 
Firma, Putting Historic 
Landscape Preservation on 
Solid Ground.” The intro- 
duction states the infor- 
mation includes: a study of 
the character-defining fea- 
tures of common, guidance 
on researching the past and 
planning for their future, case 
studies highlighting timely 
issues faced by municipali- 
ties, and a resources section 
to assist in moving your town 
common projects forward.” 
There is also grant 
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up in the air 


By Shelby Macri 


Eileen Daneri approached the 
Board of Selectmen about resuming 
of Yoga lessons at Town Hall or if she 
should look for an alternative location 
for the classes at its meeting on Tuesday, 
Sept. 8. 

The Board had concerns peo- 
ple, though socially distanced, would 
be communing and exerting energy, 
sweating, sharing mats, and being in a 
small room would increase the risk of 
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sights of the Hilltowns photo contest open through Oct. 7 


The Hilltown Community 
Development is offering cash prizes for 
the best hilltown views including a top 
prize of $250 for the Grand Shutterbug. 
Other prizes include one $100 Prime 
Paparazzo, and two $50 Awesome 
Image Awards. 

“People’s Choice Award” from each 
town displayed on the town page on 
Hilltowndirectory.com. Winning photos 


and the “People’s choice photos” will 
be voted on by the public after all the 
photos are submitted. Photos must be 
submitted at Hilltownphotocontest.com 
by Oct 7. Voting will begin Oct. 10 and 
end Oct. 24. Winners will be announced 
on Friday, Oct. 30. The direct link to 
photo submission is hilltownphotocon- 
test.com/submit-your-photos. 

Photos must be the photographer’s 


own or the submitter must have permis- 
sion to post photos for someone else. 
There is a $5 donation per submitted 
photo and the proceeds will go to help 
the Hilltown CDC’s small business sup- 
port program, which has helped hill- 
town business owners since 1981. The 
CDC can help business dreams become 
reality. Contact Michele Kenney at 
MicheleK @hilltowncdc.org for more 


HUNTINGTON 


information or questions. 

Hilltowns in the contest include 
Ashfield, Becket, Blandford, 
Chester, Chesterfield, Cummington, 
Granville, Goshen, Haydenville, 
Hinsdale, Huntington, Middlefield, 
Montgomery, Otis, Peru, Plainfield, 
Russell, Washington, Westhampton, 
Williamsburg, Windsor, and 
Worthington. 





Town works to shore up Highway Department winter fleet 


By Shelby Macri 


HUNTINGTON — The Highway 
Department is replacing one of its 
freightliner trucks, as the current one has 
a cracked frame and needs to find a way 
to cover its winter workload this year. 

Highway Superintendent Charles 
Dazelle explained that he and the 
Selectboard had spoken about buying a 
new truck in August. The day after 
the Aug. 11 meeting, Dazelle received a 
letter from the Selectboard telling him to 
cease and desist using the 2009 one-ton 
truck. The truck failed inspection and 
wasn’t safe to drive; it’s used to salt and 
sand the majority of roads in Huntington. 

“The board has already committed 
to buying a new dump truck, but I don’t 
think it’Il be here by winter,” Dazelle 
said. “We might have to hire someone to 


Tablets for seniors 


HUNTINGTON — The 
Huntington Council on Aging has 
purchased six tablets for Huntington 
seniors to borrow through the 
Huntington Public Library. The tab- 
lets were purchased with Title II B 
CARES Act funds, awarded through 


help plow and sand. The one ton did all 
the downtown streets and smaller roads. 
Now it’s out of commission and we’ll 
need to hire someone to fill in the work 
it did.” 

Dazelle said he expects to see a 
new dump truck by January or February, 
as trucks take a while to come in, but 
the replacement for the one-ton truck 
isn’t expected until after annual Town 
Meeting next year. The department gets 
new trucks every six years. The one-ton 
being replaced is about 12 years old. 

“We use these trucks a lot, and that’s 
the problem we see because they have 
to last us a while,” Dazelle said. “We 
put 600 to 700 miles on each truck just 
in Huntington. There’s a road that’s 28 
miles round trip and we constantly run 
it.” 

The department will be using their 


available at library 


Highland Valley Elder Services, Inc. 

The loan period is two weeks 
and there is a $30 deposit. Borrowers 
will be required to sign an agreement. 
Please contact the library at 413-512- 
5206 or library @huntingtonma.us for 
more information. 


Book, puzzle, games sale this weekend 


HUNTINGTON — Last spring, the 
women of the Huntington Evangelical 
Church had planned to hold a tag, 
bake, and book sale. Of course, due to 
COVID-19, that has not happened. 

There are many, many good books, 
puzzles, and games available. Thinking 
this might be a nice time to share, the 
women are planning to have a mini sale 
for the next few weekend on Friday and 


Saturday, Sept. 18 and 19, 9 a.m. to 
noon., weather permitting. 

Tables will be set up outside the 
front door of the chapel, facing the green 
on Route 20. Everyone should wear 
masks and plan to social distance. There 
will also be some tag sale items. All 
books and items will be priced as “make 
an offer.” Everyone is sure to find some 
good reading and bargains. 


Barn inspections, animal census postponed 


HUNTINGTON — Due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic for safety reasons, 
the State has postponed this year’s 2020 
Routine Annual Barn Inspection/Animal 
Census until the fall 2021. As always, if 
anyone has any questions regarding any 


health issues with their livestock, please 
feel free contact Animal Control Officer 
Bob Jackman at 413-667-5635. Please 
stay safe and also please wear a face 
mask and obey proper social distancing 
to protect everyone from COVID-19. 


Cummington Seeks Town Accountant 


Salary: $11,000 Per Year 


Ability To Perform All Accounting Functions 


As Required By Law; 
Knowledge of Softright 


Ability To Work With Departments, Auditors, Operate 
Office Machines, Effective Accounting Procedures, 
Produce Monthly Financial Reports 
For All Departments, Reconcile Ledger Activity With 


Treasurer/Tax Collector 
3 Hours Per Week 


Preparation of Comprehensive Annual Financial 


Reports For Certification of Free Cash and Schedule a 


With DOR Plus All Necessary Reports 


For The Annual Town Report. 


Submit Resume To: 
The Board Of Selectmen, 


PO Box 128, Cummington, MA 01026 


Prior To September 28, 2020 


pickup trucks during this winter to plow, 
and Dazelle is thinking of a way to be 
able to salt and sand the roads with the 
pickup trucks; the pickup trucks hold 
smaller loads of salt and sand, meaning 
they have to return to the department 
building to load up more often. 

Even with the rest of the department 
trucks, they’Il be missing a big truck 
and that’s their main reason for wanting 
to hire someone this upcoming winter. 
Dazelle said that this winter is supposed 
to be very icy, based off the summer the 
town has had. He hopes the winter will 
ease up and not be as bad as he suspects, 
but Dazelle wants to be ready just in 
case. 

Dazelle said the Selectboard wants 
him to find someone to hire to do the 
downtown streets and smaller road, but 
he knows that it will be costly and there’s 





af Raspberries 
[eee $3.00 
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The First Congregational Church 
of Huntington reminds everyone that 
even though our physical doors are 
closed until further notice, we are most 
definitely open for worship, praise, 
ministry and fellowship. We are an 
Open and Affirming Church and we 
invite and welcome everyone - seek- 
ers, believers, and wonderers alike, on 
their journey of faith, to join in 10 a.m. 
Zoom Sunday worship. We are also 
meeting for Friday Zoom Fellowship 
Time and the pastor is always avail- 
able to speak with you. If you do not 
receive our emails and would like to 
connect with our Zoom worship ser- 
vice or fellowship time, please contact 
Pastor Carol at firstchurchofhunting- 
ton@ gmail.com to receive the informa- 
tion you will need to participate. 

This week’s reading from Exodus 
16:2-15; we meet an ancient people 
distressed by a lack of resources in 
their unfamiliar present, longing for a 
return to the way things were. We are 


¥ 


BLUEBERRY © 
RASPBERRIES FARM 


246 Skyline Trail, Middlefield »- Joe & Donna Pease 
Open: Tues.-Sun. 9-4, Closed Mon. «+ (413)623-8846 


“ALL YOU CAN EAT AS YOU'RE PICKING” 


Blueberries 
$2.50 


per pound 


INSURANCE 


Protecting you is our only business. 


Auto 
Home 
Business 


71 King Street 
Northampton, MA 01060 
413-586-1000 ¢ Fax: 413-585-0401 
www.whaleninsurance.com 


not a lot of money to go around. 

“The plowing and sanding route 
of the one ton will be going to bid for 
this winter,’ Administrative Secretary 
Jennifer Peloquin said. “The Highway 
Superintendent and Selectboard will 
review the bids.” 

The Selectboard is holding off on 
purchasing a new one-ton truck because 
they will address the purchase at 
Annual Town Meeting next June. The 
Selectboard has asked Dazelle to retrieve 
three quotes to repair the cracked frame 
to get the truck through this winter. They 
also asked Dazelle to solicit bids for the 
one-ton’s normal plowing and sanding 
route, asking him to describe it by mile 
rather than hour as time can vary depend- 
ing on weather. Once the information for 
the route is received, the Selectboard will 
decided the best solution to pursue. 


NORWICH HILL 


invited to wonder what does it take to 
see beyond scarcity and the unfamiliar 
present to trust the abundance and cre- 
ative wisdom of the Holy One to see us 
through hard times? 

Just a reminder the deadline for 
The Community Birthday Calendar is 
fast approaching. If you would like to 
add a birthday listing and have not yet 
done so, please call Nancy Kaminski 
at 413-667-0290 or project chairperson 
Lori Belhumeur at 413-667-3169. 

We wish everyone God’s peace. 
Our prayers for health and wellbeing 
are with you and all the world during 
this time of pandemic. Please use the 
phone numbers and email address 
provided to stay in touch or to con- 
tact the pastor. You are also invited to 
find us on Facebook at “Norwich Hill” 
for updates, information and spiritual 
encouragement. For more information, 
please contact 413-667-3935 or 860- 
798-7771 or firstchurchofhuntington @ 
gmail.com. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 
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Board of Health urges vigilance 
heading into cold season 


BLANDFORD — Board of Health 
member Jennifer Girard was not able to 
access the meeting of the Select Board 
virtually on Monday, Sept. 14 to pres- 
ent a COVID-19 update. 

Her prepared statement asks that 
residents “don’t get complacent as we 
journey into the cold and flu season.” 

Her regular meeting with the State 
Department of Health included discus- 
sions about the return to school. She 
said that Boards of health are waiting 
for the Department of Labor for updat- 
ed and new standards moving forward. 

“T’m not going to comment on 
what they are at this time,” she said. 

Girard also said that the BOH has 
been contacted by the Department of 


COMMONS 


money available through DCR for such 
projects. 

Blandford’s Veterans’ Agent Joe 
Henning attended Monday night’s 
Select Board meeting to request that the 
American Flags in town be flown at half- 
staff in honor of recently deceased veter- 
an Susan Barselaar. The board voted the 
flag to be lowered at 11 a.m. on Sunday, 
Sept. 27, and to be raised at sunset that 
day. Henning said Barselaar’s friends 
would conduct a commemorative cere- 
mony at 11 a.m. on that day. 

Healthy Hampshire Program 
Manager Sara Bankert joined the meet- 
ing virtually to present Blandford Walks, 
a draft of a map of 10 different walks 
in Blandford with commentary on each. 
Blandford is one of the four Hampden 
County towns Healthy Hampshire pro- 
vides services for. The others are Chester, 
Montgomery, and Russell. 

Highway Superintendent Rene 
Senecal also joined the meeting virtually 
for his department update. He asked that 
the board create a committee to meet to 
come up with “some very strong spe- 
cifics” for a new town highway garage. 
He would like such a committee to put 
together a proper scope of project “so 
we can come up with a cost,” he said. 
He would like such a group to have peo- 
ple with skills so a better scope can be 
developed before going out to bid. “This 
will give us a much easier bid process,” 
said Senecal. He asked the board consid- 
er including local professionals, plumb- 
ers, electricians, contractors, and asked 
if Ackley and TJ Cousineau would be 
interested. Letendre said McVey would 
probably be interested as well. Senecal 
is looking for more input into “what we 
need.” 

Principal Planner for the Pioneer 
Valley Planning Commission Catherine 


Labor regarding a complaint with an 
organization that is in non-compliance 
with current health and safety guide- 
lines. The BOH is investigating this 
now. 

Regarding travel, she said that 
there are “many different levels of the 
travel ban, which is being enforced.” 
According to Girard, there may be 
stricter regulations in place as fall 
approaches. Right now, Massachusetts 
only allows the safe travel from 11 
States: Colorado, Connecticut, Maine, 
New Hampshire, New Jersey, New 
Mexico, New York, Oregon, Vermont, 
Washington and Wyoming. 


Blandford COVID-19 cases 


remain at three. 


Ratte joined the meeting virtually to 
discuss the grant for crafting the Open 
Space and Recreation Plan and a Master 
Plan. According to Ratte, the resil- 
ient Master Plan and Open Space and 
Recreation Plan will benefit the town 
of Blandford bringing the community 
together to articulate a shared vision of 
the future and then guiding development 
both big and small, through both present- 
ing shared community goals and influ- 
encing legal documents such as zoning 
code. 

The benefits of having a master plan 
include: consistency and decision mak- 
ing because the plan gives decision-mak- 
ers a Steady point of reference for tak- 
ing action; the ability to make informed 
decisions because the plan will provide 
facts on existing conditions and trends. 
The master plan describes where and 
what kinds of development the commu- 
nity desires, wise use of resources, as 
the plan includes information from all 
departments and boards and groups with- 
in the community so the information will 
decide and help prioritize which projects 
to undertake and when. 

The master plan will work towards 
preserving community character, as the 
plan describes the town’s vision for the 
future and establishes its existing and 
intended growth and will produce pos- 
itive economic development since plan- 
ning for a community helps existing res- 
idents and businesses better predict the 
future development of the area. The pre- 
dictions create comfort knowing what to 
expect on neighboring properties and it 
encourages new businesses because they 
know what to expect. 

The resilient Master Plan is a com- 
prehensive action plan for the town. It 
articulates all the projects and regulatory 
changes necessary to achieve the town’s 
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Fire Dept. hosts 
mask giveaway 


BLANDFORD — Fire Chief 
David A. Mottor announced a Fire 
Department Mask Giveaway that 
will take place on Saturday, Sept. 
26 from 9 a.m. to noon. 

The fire department will hand 
out masks to Blandford residents 
in the parking lot of the town 
offices. 

As a drive through event, res- 
idents are asked to pull into the 
coned off area and masks will be 
placed into the vehicle so there is 
no direct contact. 

Anyone that can’t make it 
should contact Chief Mottor 
directly for mask pickup or deliv- 
ery. 





vision; it can be understood as a one year, 
five-year, and 10 to 20 year action plan. 

Having an open space and recre- 
ation plan that has been approved by the 
Massachusetts Department of conserva- 
tion and recreation also makes Blandford 
eligible to apply for a number of grants 
to purchase and protect and develop open 
space for recreational purposes. 

The master plan is not a state 
requirement, but will give the town a 
framework for moving forward. 

The Planning Board, represented by 
Edna Wilander and Paul Martin told the 
board they need help in doing “the right 
thing to protect the town...and get the 
best results for the town” and asked for 
direction from the board on finding assis- 
tance 

Martin suggested a retired planner. 
Garcia suggested PVPC’s new planner, 
Ken Comia. Martin said, “If you want 
to work with PVPC, that’s fine, but just 
make sure we’re not paying lawyers’ 
fees.” He cited the $7,920 cost for the 
attorney to work on the zoning bylaws, 
against higher prices, including one from 
PVPC. He asked that the board verify 
Comia’s experience as a planner. 

Wilander said “We’ve had significant 
differences with PVPC.” Garcia suggest- 
ed a face-to-face meeting with Comia, 
reiterated by Letendre, “You know what 
you need.” 

Garcia proposed someone be on site 
at least one day a week. He said he want- 
ed to be “actively engaged” in the pro- 
cess. 

Letendre asked that the board, 
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Blandford. Submitted photo by Tricia Bergland 
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Garcia, and Comia meet with the 
Planning Board at their next meeting. 

Garcia said that an opportunity may 
exist if other towns need assistance in the 
same area, a qualified candidate might 
be interested. This would keep the costs 
down. 

What do we need as far as ser- 
vices,’ said Garcia, who mentioned a 
joint procurement, shared services. He 
also said that KP Law can be made avail- 
able for any legal matters. The Planning 
Board “needs assistance with execut- 
ing their statutory responsibilities,” said 
Garcia. 

In other business, the board signed 
authorizations to receive the Green 
Communities grant funds of $110,764 
and the Massachusetts Vulnerability 
Preparedness Action Grant of $102,824 
to develop a “resilient community-driven 
master plan.” 

The board will interview a potential 
assistant plumbing inspector next week. 

The board may change its meet- 
ing time and will consider rescheduling 
meetings next week. 

Technical difficulties prevented 
Board of Health member Jennifer Girard 
from joining the meeting with a COVID- 
19 update. 

TJ Cousineau told the select board 
he would take care of the weeds at the 
volley ball court after use stopped. He 
said, “I will not use Roundup on it now 
because kids are still playing there.” 

Selectboard member Eric McVey 
had asked Cousineau to take care of the 
weed problem. 
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EDITORIAL 





A new 
chapter begins 


hen schools first closed down in 
March in response to COVID- 
19, how many of us expected the 


kids would finish their school year at home, 
on a computer screen, remotely contacting 
friends and teachers? How many expected 
this would continue not just through summer, 
but into the 2020—2021 school year? Well, 
here we are. 

This week, students returned to school, 
one way or another. For many, remote learn- 
ing 1s remaining an integral part of the cur- 
riculum while others got to take that first 
step off the school bus or out of mom and 
dad’s car, up the front walk, and through 
their school doors for the first time in six 
months. 

Administrators, teachers, staff, and of 
course, students, are more prepared today 
than six months ago when this first hap- 
pened. What turned into a few weeks delay 
has, for now, become the new routine. A lot 
of work has gone on throughout the summer 
to ensure this year could happen and the 
fact we’re seeing faculty, staff, and students 
able to physically return to their buildings, 
even in limited capacity, is a testament to the 
progress that has been made. 

Class sizes are smaller, many students 
are broken up by alphabet, most will not be 
in school more than a couple days a week, 
if any. But its progress. It will be difficult. 
Teachers and students will be communicating 
through masks or computer screens, spread 
throughout classrooms, but it’s something. 

Last week, Hampshire Regional seniors 
had their first class gathering of the year 
painting their parking spaces. These parking 
spaces will be empty more often than occu- 
pied this fall, but that didn’t matter. They got 
to see their friends, some for the first time 
in months. Administrators will be working 
to coordinate with local Boards of Health 
to find ways for students to see each other 
safely. 

Student athletes in both districts have 
the opportunity to compete on the soccer 
and cross-country fields this fall. A couple 
months ago, the future of athletics seemed 
cloudy at best, but now the seniors will have 
a chance don their school colors one last 
time. The games will not be the same, travel 
is more complex, practices limited, but it’s 
progress. 

Schools opening this week is a testa- 
ment to the hard work and sacrifices of many 
people. Administrators crafting the plans 
to fit evolving state regulations, teachers 
changing their lessons and assignments to 
fit fully online or hybrid models, cafeteria 
staff working to provide a variety of meal 
options for both in-school and remote learn- 
ers, all those involved in keeping the school 
buildings clean and functioning behind the 
scenes, school committee members volun- 
teering countless hour over the summer to 
review, debate, and approve policies and 
plans to make the school year possible, and, 
of course, the communities. It has been a 
community effort in every town to keep each 
other safe. Wearing masks, social distancing, 
being responsible and limiting contact has 
all helped limit the spread in the region. By 
working together and keeping COVID-19 
cases low, students do have a chance to learn 
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Corrections policy 


If you notice a factual error in our 
pages, please let us know, so that we can 
set the record straight. Email information 
to countryjournal @turley.com, or call us at 
413-283-8393. 

Corrections will be printed in the same 
section where the error originally occurred. 
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COVID-19 name not an issue of free speech 


Protests, hate-speech, misinformation. 
Recently, actions in Huntington showed 
the discourse between our people. One side 
claims a mishandling of a business’s use of 
“China Coronavirus,” while the other claims 
freedom of speech. 

To fully understand the situation, I 
personally researched multiple sources to 
understand both sides of this issue. 

In December 2019, a new string of 
novel coronavirus first appeared in Wuhan, 
China, where it was believed at the time to 
be pneumonia. Throughout January 2020, 
China officially notified the World Health 
Organization (WHO) of the unknown pneu- 
monia virus, 44 patients were reported to 
have contracted this virus, WHO request- 
ed national authorities to assess risks and 
research solutions, the China CDC identified 
the novel coronavirus as a betacoronavirus, 
and Chinese state television confirmed the 
human-to-human transmission of the virus. 

February found 56 countries with con- 
firmed cases totaling 84,090 with 2,874 
deaths, eighty-seven of which are outside 
of China. WHO announced Feb. 25 was the 
first day more cases were found outside of 
China than inside. 

Through March, WHO reported 70% of 
COVID-19 cases in China have recovered, 
and declared the COVID-19 outbreak as a 
pandemic. The end of March showed reports 
of over 180,000 cases and 3,000 deaths in 
the United States alone. 

Global cases already passed | million 
with over 50,000 deaths by April. China 
reported no new deaths since January, while 
the U.S. is third for having the most con- 
firmed COVID-19 deaths in the world. 
Over 25% of COVID-19 deaths were in the 
United States, and WHO reported no evi- 
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dence that recovered patients are immune to 
the virus. 

Starting in May, children began to 
exhibit symptoms of COVID-19. In June, 
over 500 American deaths are related to 
lock-down protests, which have shown to 
have prevented an estimated 500 million 
COVID-19 deaths worldwide. By mid-June, 
cases exceeded 2 million and showed a pro- 
jection of a spike in COVID-19 deaths in 
September and later months. 

WHO officials announced that the 
cluster of cases in Beijing were traced to 
a European coronavirus strain, not a mar- 
ket-based cross-species infection as was 
initially assumed. They also confirmed air- 
borne transmission in July, and announced 
an Independent Panel for Pandemic 
Preparedness and Response to evaluate the 
world’s response to the pandemic. The U.S. 
continued record-high increases of cases 
daily throughout August. 

As of Sept. 9, the total cases confirmed 
globally are 27,628,190 with 898,757 
deaths. The United States confirmed 
6,334,158 cases with 189,972 deaths. By 
comparison, China had 90,087 confirmed 
cases with 4,733 deaths. This is compared 
to SARS cases worldwide to be 8,098 with 
774 deaths. 

Remember, MERS only affects those 
in or around the Arabian Peninsula, includ- 
ing those travelling to it. COVID-19 affects 
everyone worldwide. Calling COVID-19 
the “China Coronavirus” is willful disregard 
of the facts and spreads the disinformation. 
This is not a freedom of speech issue; it is a 
factual issue. 


J. L. Stathatesso 
Chester 





Winter rye Is a great in 


ou might think that sow- 
ing the seeds of any- 
thing this time of year is 


a waste. Not so! In fact, plant- 
ing winter rye is a great invest- 
ment in next year’s garden. Who 
couldn’t use a bit more organ- 
ic matter in their soil? I know I 
could, and incorporating winter 
rye grass into the garden patch 
come springtime is a great way 
to achieve that goal. Winter rye 
is one of the few winter hardy 
cover crops. 

What exactly is a cover crop? A sim- 
plified but accurate definition would be: “a 
group of like or mixed plants that protect 
and enrich the soil.” Instead of leaving the 
ground barren for any length of time, and 
thereby at risk of erosion and nutrient loss, 
we plant cover crops. Experienced cover 
croppers plant them even in the summer 
months, in any part of the garden not taken 
up by crops. I have been most successful 
utilizing them during late fall and winter. 
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vestment in garden 


Winter rye (Secale cereale) 
is my cover crop of choice. It 
is hardy in our area and can be 
planted successfully after the 
garden is cleaned up for the 
season. As its name would sug- 
gest, winter rye is a grain that 
belongs to a large plant family by 
the name of Gramineae. Besides 
other grains such as wheat, bar- 
ley, and oats, this family includes 
NIST bamboo and many of our favorite 

lawn grasses among its members. 
Many legumes and clovers are also used 
as cover crops. They have the advantage of 
“fixing” nitrogen from the air and returning 
it to the soil where it can feed other plants. 
One legume by the name of hairy vetch will 
successfully overwinter in our climate and 
is often used as a companion to winter rye. 
It can’t be sown as late, however, so I stick 
with my old stand-by. 

Winter rye, when sown in the early fall 
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Library appointments, curbside available 


MONTGOMERY — The 
Montgomery library will be returning to 
normal post COVID-19 hours as of Sept. 
22, but still maintain Library appointments 
and curbside service. Walk ins are not avail- 
able yet. All patrons must wear a mask and 
use sanitizer upon entering. Patrons can 
book an appointment on Tuesdays between 
10 am. and 5:15 p.m. with the library clos- 





MIDDLEFIELD SENIOR CENTER 


Lunch is served at the 
Senior Center, 169 Skyline Trail, 
Middlefield, each Wednesday at 
noon. 

A $3 donation is suggested. 
Reservations should be made, and 
meal choice stated, by calling and 


ing at 5:30 p.m., Thursdays from noon to 
7:30 p.m. with the library closing at 8 p.m., 
and Saturdays from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
For either service, contact the library at 
413-862-3894 or montgomerylibrary @ 
yahoo.com. New items and arriving daily 
and inter library loan is back, but limit- 
ed. Visit the Library Facebook page for 
updates and notices of new items. 


OPINION 


leaving a message at 413-623-9990 
the Monday before. Pick-up and 
delivery are available. 

The menu on Wednesday, Sept. 
23, 18 mini ravioli with marina- 
ra sauce, steamed spinach, French 
bread, and birthday cake. 








By Deborah Daniels 


66 ():: could do worse than be a 

swinger of birches,”’ said 

Robert Frost in his poem, 
“Birches” (1914). You climbed up a birch 
tree until it bent over, giving you a ride 
down. It was how kids played, a long 
time ago. Howard Hughes liked the idea 
of birches taking flight, too. The Spruce 
Goose was made of laminated birch 
wood and covered with fabric — there 
were wartime restrictions on steel. The 
U.S. Government commissioned Hughes 
Aircraft Company to build a large plane 
to carry troops overseas in 1941. A cargo 
plane was designed to carry 700 fully 
equipped troops to battle, only it wasn’t 
completed in time for use in WWII. 
Howard Hughes, former Hollywood movie 
producer, piloted the plane in 1947, the one 
mile it only ever flew. He retired the plane 
thereafter saying it needed more develop- 
ment. 

It seems we have a long history of 
felling birches. It was a favorite of first 
Americans to use the bark to make birch 
bark canoes. Note the photo of how birch 
bark was harvested, like taking off a coat. 
Birch bark sheds its outer bark regularly. 
That is why you see birch bark peels on the 
ground when you are hiking. Each year a 
new inner layer of birch bark is laid, caus- 
ing the outer bark to split and peel away 
as its girth enlarges. Birch bark is water 
resistant, strong, and flexible enough to 
bend and be sewn into a canoe. It was also 
ideal for canoes that were strapped across 
a man’s back and carried on land, unlike 
dugout canoes which were heavy and had 
to be left along the river. The canoes were 
made entirely of natural material, spruce 
roots were used like thread to sew the 
seams of the canoe and bear fat and spruce 
gum (pitch) was melted together to water- 
proof the seams and wooden ribs carved 
to provide the scaffold to stretch the bark 
over. You might call it elegant engineering. 

Then there was birch beer, a soda fla- 
vored with herbal extracts and birch bark. 
Black birch sap was collected and distilled 
to make birch oil that was added to give a 
wintergreen flavor. There was a factory in 
Chester that made birch bark extract, along 
the swift flowing river. Do sidle up to the 
bar and ask for a Black Cow, a rare treat of 
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in person, to see their friends, to take 
the field. 

Thank you to everyone who has 
worked to make school openings 
possible. Thank you to everyone who 
has helped who have helped keep 
their community safe. Good luck 
Class of 2021. It’s the start of what 
will surely be one wild ride. 

What do you think? Send your 
letter to the editor to countryjour- 
nal@turley.com. 
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A paper white birch tree with peeling bark 


as seen on a Hilltowns hike in Chester on 
Sunday, Sept. 6. 
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A birch bark canoe. 


chocolate ice cream and birch beer. There 
is also alcoholic birch beer and wine that is 
birch sap that 1s fermented. Birch wine is a 
traditional drink 1n eastern Europe. 

Birch bark is rich in betulin, a com- 
pound that is converted to betulinic acid in 
your body which has been found to have 
anti-inflammatory and antioxidant prop- 
erties. Birch bark certainly was used in 
liniments touted for use on sore muscles 
and joints by quack door to door salesmen 
in the past. Nice to know there was some 
value in the wintergreen scented rub. 

For you survivalists, birch bark is a 
heavy hitter. The black birch bark twigs 
can serve as a natural toothbrush with its 
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establishes itself quickly. Thick, fibrous 
roots anchor the soil during the winter 
and spring months, protecting it from 
erosion caused by wind and rain. These 
same roots will hold on to valuable 
nutrients, preventing them from being 
leached out of the ground during spring 
run-off. Besides all of that, the amount 
of organic matter winter rye adds to the 
soil when tilled in prior to spring plant- 
ing is remarkable. At less than $30 per 
50 pound bag, it is well worth the mone- 
tary investment. 

After the harvest what is left of my 
garden is hauled off to the compost pile. 
I hoe up the rows a bit and sow the seed 
by hand, “broadcast” it if you will, by 
scattering it in one direction, then the 
other. After all the seed is sown, I cover 
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Bending Birches 


Aghosily Himalayan birch tree in Huntington. 


wintergreen flavor. The bark peel is a great 
fire starter. The white powder that is rubbed 
off the white paper birch bark can act like 
a sunscreen on your skin. Shelters are built 
of birch bark, teepee style and, should you 
need to stuff a note in a bottle to float down 
river “Help Me” style, look no further than 
white birch bark to serve as your paper! So, 
add that to your bush whacking lore. 

Do know that birch trees come in 
white, gray, black, silver, and yellow color. 
The leaves are usually shaped like point- 
ed shovels and turn bright yellow in the 
fall. The seeds are called catkins and grow 
in clusters. Birches like a lot of sunlight, 
usually live on average 80 years and are 


it by dragging the flat end of a steel rack 
back and forth in the soil. If rain is not 
in the forecast, Pll water every day for 
a few days in a row. Germination should 
occur in a week or so but will cease at 
the first sign of super cold weather. 
When the ground begins to thaw, 
winter rye will start growing again. I 
glory in a green “lawn” in March, even 
if it is only in my garden. About a month 
prior to planting other crops I chop 
down the grass with hedge clippers and 
turn the plants into soil by hand. For big 
plots you can enlist the help of a rototill- 
er. Here a weed whacker or lawnmower 
would be put to good use cutting down 
the grass first. This step prevents tall 
grass blades from getting caught in the 
tines of the tiller and will also expedite 








A birch tree with what looks like a lightning 
strike scar. Submitted photos by Deborah Daniels 
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An example of harvesting bark from a birch 
tree. 


early settlers after a forest fires clear an 
area. The bark is arranged horizontally. So, 
go out and forest bathe; yes, that’s what 
it is called now. Commune with nature. 
Research shows that people who spend 
time in nature lower their blood pressure, 
lower their stress hormones, and strengthen 
their immune systems with two hours per 
week. This improved sense of wellbeing 
practically makes you glow. So, go be a 
witness to the birch trees standing tall and 
listen to the power of nature. 

Do you have a memory or historical 
curiosity from the Hilltowns that you'd like to 
share with your neighbors? Send your story 
and photos to countryjournal @ turley.com. 
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decomposition of the rye into the soil. It 
is important to wait until decomposition 
occurs prior to planting anything else 
since this process may inhibit the growth 
of some plants. As mentioned a month or 
even three weeks will suffice. If I know I 
am going to start peas or other very early 
crops I do leave a section of the garden 
free of rye so that sowing is easy. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massachusetts. 
For the last 28 years, she has held the 
position of staff horticulturalist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to ekennedy@turley. 
com with “Gardening Question” in the 
subject line. 


page 6 


HIKING HUNTINGTON 


The Hilltown Hikers led a flash hike starting 
at the Stevens Property in Huntington on 
Saturday, Sept. 12. The group trekked a 
four-mile loop to Mount Pisgah and took 
in views of the Gobble Mountain fire tower 
in Chester from the false summit. During 
the journey, they saw glacial erratics, 
Indian mounds, and boulder trains. Hikers 
included Chester’s Michele Kenney, Terry 
Murphy, and Liza Massa; Georgia Ingmire 
from East Longmeadow; Lyle Congdon, 
Deborah Daniels, and Kim Kelliher from 
Huntington; Russell’s Karen McTaggart; and 
Bernadette Boudreau and Greg Diehl from 
Southwick. The property is managed by the 
Hilltown Land Trust. Submitted photos 
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WORTHINGTON 
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spreading COVID-19. Additionally, the 
Board had concerns for the Town hall’s 
ventilation system and, despite opening 
the window in the room, there are con- 
cerns for air quality in the room. As an 
alternate option, the board asked if Daneri 
considered renting a tent to use as a base 
of operations. Daneri said she has consid- 
ered a tent and though she has no issues of 
rain, there is an issue of temperature as the 
weather gets colder heading into the fall. 
The Board suggested tabling the issue 
until they have time to talk to a heating 
company and figure out a solution for the 
ventilation system. The board suggested 
tabling it for a month or so. R.H. Conwell 
Elementary School Principal Gretchen 
Morse-Dobosz told Daneri she is wel- 


come to use the tents at the school for 
the time being, as long as school isn’t 
in session when she uses them. With the 
answers from both the Selectboard and 
Morse-Dobosz, Daneri thanked them and 
will be awaiting further word from the 
Board. 

The Selectboard also addressed an 
appointment with Caleb Harris, as he had 
concerns of speeding on Old Post Road. 
Harris said he’s lived on Old Post Road 
for the past 15 years and while there had 
always been speeding, he feels both the 
speeding and the drunk driving has gotten 
worse as of later with the recent opening 
of bars and businesses. 

“People are going 60 to 70 miles an 
hour and they’re ripping up the road and 


leaving skid marks,” Harris said. “It gets 
worse on the weekends and holidays, but 
as people come out of lockdown it’s get- 
ting worse.” 

Harris inquired about having some 
sort of solution like speed limit signs post- 
ed, more cops posted, or flashing speed 
limit signs to gain the attention of drivers. 
Chief of Police Robert Reinke explained 
they could possibly put up speed limit 
signs, but there are budget restraints. 
Additionally, the Police Department has 
two radar guns coming in, as the pur- 
chase was approved at the Annual Town 
Meeting last month. Reinke said he’s been 
trying to build up the Police Department 
so they can be in more places in situations 
like the one on Old Post road. While he 
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thinks a speed limit sign is a good start, 
he promised the department will do what 
they can. 

Comcast wants to hold a meet and 
greet for the residents of Worthington, 
to offer a time and space to speak about 
concerns or questions. The Selectboard 
members feel a meet and greet with the 
provider would be a good for the town. 
The event will follow standard guide- 
lines of masks and social distancing. The 
meet and greet will be held at the Conway 
Elementary School, outside in the tents. 
There will be two events — Saturday, 
Sept. 19 and Saturday, Sept. 26 from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Residents are invited and 
encouraged to attend, especially if they 
already have questions or concerns. 
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SCHOOL 


banner, which remaining socially distant, 
after their online orientation to start the 
school year. It is the first of, hopefully, 
many events for the different grades to 
have a chance to see each other while 
learning is remote for the eighth graders to 
the seniors. 

“T think the state ruling is no more 
than 50 students,” Smidy said. “We’d like 
to do something for each grade in multiple 
chunks. I know some teachers were hop- 
ing to do the same.” 

Feeding students got a little easier 


REOPENING 


fix with the settings on the school’s 
internet monitoring software, and the 
technology department will resolve the 
issue for this week. 

The school was open for two days 
for families to come by and pick up 
Chromebooks; during those two days 
the school handed out approximately 700 
Chromebooks. The school has about 100 
Chromebooks left to distribute, and the 
technology department is available to set 
up individual appointments to hand out 
the remaining Chromebooks. 

“We are fortunate that we have 
enough Chromebooks to provide every 
student with one, and will be replac- 
ing two grade levels of Chromebooks 
when our order comes in, hopefully this 
month,” Hopson said. “Those students 
were provided with older Chromebook’s 
for the interim.” The school is trying to 
provide the appropriate technologies, 
so no student is left behind or unable to 
connect to school. 


thanks to word last week the free lunch 
program has been extended through Dec. 
31. Smidy told the School Committee 
there are four different lunch models 
the cafeteria staff is preparing for each 
day: seventh graders attending school for 
a half-day need a grab-and-go lunch for 
the end of their day, as well as the days 
they are not in school; students attending 
school for a full-fay in person will have 
breakfast and lunch offered at the school 
with outdoor eating; and fully remote stu- 
dents will have grab-and-go lunches to 


For those students attending school 
in person, they will need to wear masks 
and stay socially distant while on the 
bus and in school. The committee dis- 
cussed the mask guidelines that are pres- 
ent in the Massachusetts Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education 
policy. These guidelines require masks 
for everyone in the building unless they 
have a medical or behavioral exemption. 
The guidelines do not allow bandan- 
as or neck gaiters to be used as masks. 
They must be face masks that cover 
one nose and the bottom of their chin. 
Additionally, DESE guidelines state stu- 
dents have to wear masks on the bus 
with staggered seating of three feet. 

“School bus drivers are also required 
to wear a mask. If students do not have 
an appropriate mask, then they will not 
be allowed to use bus transportation that 
day,’ Hopson said. “While we’re still in 
discussion with the bus company, they 
do not want to be responsible for hand- 
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Senior center services available 


RUSSELL — Although the Russell 
Senior Center remains closed to keep 
everyone healthy, any Russell senior 
in need of assistance during this chal- 
lenging time can contact the Russell 
Council on Aging and they will work to 
provide assistance. Local townspeople 
have contacted the COA about vol- 
unteering help as well. Call 413-862- 
6205 to leave a confidential message to 
request support. Messages are retrieved 
twice daily. 

Highland Valley Elder Services is 
















Joy Salvini 


Broker Associate 
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continuing to provide “Take and Eat” 
meals delivered to the Senior Center 
for seniors 60 and over on Tuesdays. 
Please call 413-862-6217 by Sunday 
evening to order Tuesday’s meal for 
pick up. The menu is available at high- 
landvalley.org/our-services/nutrition- 
al-menus or, if need be, can be mailed 
from the senior center. 

The Russell Council on Aging 
has a supply of homemade face masks 
available. Call 413-862-6205 to request 
one. 
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pick up. 

“Students will have lunches for the 
time they are not here,’ Smidy said. “I’m 
glad we’ll be able to feed all the kids who 
need to be fed.” 

A survey will be sent to district fami- 
lies to see who wants to opt-in for the first 
quarter of the year. Smidy said families 
will be able to opt-in at any point during 
the quarter if they choose not to in this 
first survey. 

“We want to get a sense of how many 
folks are going to come through so we’re 


ing masks out to those students that do 
not have one, and we’ve made it clear 
that masks are required on the bus and in 
school so students should not be heading 
to school without at least one mask.” 

The committee adopted a policy 
which includes the requirement of masks 
on the bus. The school is working under 
DESE guidelines and Principal Jason 
Finnie is currently looking into holding 
band and choir under these guidelines. 
Whether this means the school will hold 
these classes outside, socially distant, or 
online hasn’t been decided yet, but are 
options moving forward. The school is 
also working on holding sports in the 
fall. 

“Fall soccer and cross country will 
be held this year and run under the aus- 
pices of the MIAA standards,” Hopson 
said. “The school committee voted to 
hold these sports unless the schools are 
closed due to COVID-19 outbreak in our 
communities.” 
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not wasting food,’ she said. 

The seventh graders are the only 
grade in the building as school started on 
Sept. 16 with a fully remote day. Seventh 
graders will be on a modified orienta- 
tion schedule until Oct.1. They will be 
in school from 8 to 10:30 a.m. with their 
respective Monday-Tuesday or Thursday- 
Friday cohorts — based on last names 
A to L and M to Z — and then meet on 
Zoom from 1-2 p.m. Smidy said the aca- 
demic schedule is expected to start Oct. 1, 
with exact details still to come. 
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There was no action taken on win- 
ter sports as the MIAA hasn’t put out 
guidance on those sports, though the 
committee suspects to have word in the 
fall. In terms of extracurricular activities, 
Finnie indicated he would be holding a 
fall sign-up to determine the interest in 
extracurriculars and to find advisors to 
run the clubs and activities. Currently the 
committee is looking to have the extra- 
curriculars remotely and they will follow 
DESE guidelines when they are released. 

The school staff and the commit- 
tee members are working hard to get 
this school year up and running smooth- 
ly no matter the challenges presented. 
School Committee Chair Michele Crane 
said, “The only thing I can add is that I 
am very proud of our district and how 
much hard work and planning has gone 
into preparing for this unique school 
year. The staff and administration have 
worked very hard over the summer get- 
ting ready for the start this month.” 


Since 1985 


MULC 


INC. 


18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches 
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Find us on: 
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We are a mulch manufacturer, not a resaler of other people’s products. This means no middleman, 
and you save on the best product around. Come visit us on the web for great deals! 


413-569-2400 | 25 Sam West Road, Southwick, MA | 860-654-1975 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF STRIP LOIN 
WHOLE § 4% CUT 
lb 


OR HALF FREE 
















oT 1 
USDA INSP 
FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF SHOULDER 
LONDON BROIL 
or ROAST 





oT 8 







1’ 










USDA INSP. FRESH 


WHOLE 
CHICKEN wasssiitnnnnnene wb 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


CHICKEN THIGHS 
BONE Nemmonnitt0’,.A LS 










TWIN PAK 


19: 





20 


USDA INSP. 












USDA INSP. FRESH 


CHICKEN WINGS WHOLE ° 1° 


10 LB BAG 





GROUND FRESH DAILY 


80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF 


7LB 
$309 BAG 


SALE DATES: 







ON 


) 
















USDA INSP. FROZEN 


WHOLE DUCKS 


£90 Meat Outlet & 


HOURS: | Mon. - Wed. 8-4 
Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 © Sat. 8-3 
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WILLIAMSBURG 





Register for flu clinic by Sept. 25 


WILLIAMSBURG — The Senior 
Center will host a flu clinic on Friday, 
Oct. 9 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., sponsored 
by CVS, for all Williamsburg residents 
age 60 years or older. The clinic will be 
held outdoors in the parking lot of the 
Williamsburg Town Offices, located at 
141 Main Street in Haydenville. 

Anyone interested in participating 
must register for an appointment to par- 
ticipate in the flu clinic. Registration will 
be done online, and an email is required 
in order for a registration link to be sent. 
Online registration is the preferred and 
best way to register. If someone is inter- 


BOARD 


day on Wednesday when everyone will 
be remote. 

“Those cohorts are pretty small 
which is really nice...We have two 
[cohorts] more than 10, the rest range 
from five to 10,’ Jenkins said. ““We feel 
like we can distance really well in the 
classroom that way and our kids will still 
have the opportunity to have arts classes 
and music classes outside and gym class- 
es.” 

Selectman Bill Sayre inquired about 
the school’s protocol for testing and 
what happens if someone tests positive 
for COVID-19. Jenkins said families are 
expected too self-check students before 
they are sent too school and bus drivers 
will do visual checks for students getting 
on the bus. School staff will be monitor- 
ing students throughout the day and send 
anyone with symptoms to the nurse. 

“We’re not doing temperature 
checks. That’s been proven to provide a 
lot of false negatives,” she said. 

In the event someone does test pos- 
itive, Jenkins said the school will work 
with the Board of Health to identify 
anyone who has been in close contact 
with the infected person. Close contact is 
defined as within a six-foot distance for 
more than 15 minutes. 

“In most cases, just due to the nature 
of elementary school, that [person’s] 
cohort would be considered close con- 
tact,’ Jenkins said. “So that class would 
work remotely for three weeks.” 

The school is closely monitoring the 
situation and if anything does happen, 
either at the school or on a state level, 
Jenkins said the school is equipped to 


BUSINESS 


«jn George 


“S) ~~ PROPANE Inc. 
PROPANE GAS 
PLUMBING e HEATING 
(413) 268-8360 
TOLL FREE 1-800-464-2053 


Family Owned & Operated 
3 Berkshire Trail West (Route 9), RO. Box 102, Goshen, MA 01032 
www.georgepropane.com 


Water 


Water Pumps * Sewer Pumps 
Water Conditioners 


MP4 
YSTEMS 


Donald Washburn 
862-3301 


46 Pitcher Street 
Montgomery, MA 01085 


FEED « PET SUPPLIES + CLOTHING » COAL 
WOOD PELLETS » WILD & CAGED BIRDSEED 

POOL SUPPLIES + MOTOR OILS » FENCING 

LAWN & GARDEN SUPPLIES + FERTILIZER 


GATEWAY FARM & PET 


PoulinGrain® 


59 RUSSELL ROAD, HUNTINGTON, MA 01050 
1-413-667-2279 Shi. samipm 


TARA GRENIER e¢ PAUL GRENIER 


ested in getting a flu shot at the clinic 
on Oct. 9, they must contact the Senior 
Center by emailing seniorcenterdirec- 


tor @burgy.org. 


If someone is unable register via 
email, call the Senior Center at 413-268- 


8410. 


Registration is required to receive a 
flu shot. Please contact the Senior Center 
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CUMMINGTON 





Friday Night Cafe starts new season 


CUMMINGTON — The new sea- 
son of Friday Night Café started on 
Sept.11 and the season will continue 
with the “Lo-Fi” approach used last 
season. That means audio-only, self-re- 
cordings of songs will be posted while 
the Café explores the possibility of 
live-streaming performances later in 
fall and winter. No guarantees, but FNC 
are optimistic things it will work out. 


no later than Friday, Sept. 25 in order to 
set up an appointment time. All partic- 
ipants are asked to wear masks, use the 
hand-sanitizer and practice social dis- 
tancing as much as possible during this 
outdoor event. 
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rapidly transition to a fully online model 
as every student will have a laptop or 
iPad. They will use these both in school 
and during remote sessions. 

“The school committee had voted if 
at any point the Hampshire County two- 
week data shows rates of greater than 
seven per 100,000 people that the school 


There will be truly live music again 


someday. 


In the meantime, the FNC will 
send a link to Josh Wachtel’s New 
Rural Advocate website, on the sec- 


ond and fourth Friday of each month. 
There will be a posting with whatever 
recordings performers have sent in and 
last season’s Beatles finale is there as 
well. There might be one song, there 
might be 10. The link to the first song 
of the season is newruraladvocate. 
com/2020/09/09/friday-night-cafe- 
2020-202 1-season-kickoff. 

By all means, share the link with 
anyone who may be interested. Once 
again, FNC is brought to the commu- 
nity by the friendly folks at the Village 
Church who believe music can be a 
powerful force for building community. 


OTIS 





Library opens on appointment basis 


OTIS — The Otis Library is excit- 
ed to announce a safe and limited open 
hours by appointment Wednesdays 


through Fridays. 


would shift to remote,’ she said. “If we 
felt like we had some cases more than 
one, more than two cases that we were 
worrying about here, we might also make 


that decision outside of that.” 


Jenkins also clarified board inquiries 
about the teacher’s unions’ feeling on 
returning to school. She said the School 
Committee has worked with the union 
to address most of the concerns and the 


majority of staff are ready to go. 


“This sounds very thorough, which 


is a great relief,’ Sayre said. 


Jenkins thanked the town for being 
supportive of the building over the years. 


Appointments will be 45 minutes 
in length and must be made in advance 
as the library has a socially distant max 
capacity of 10 people, including staff. 
To make an appointment, contact the 
library at 413-269-0109 or kbort @otis- 
library.org. 

Patrons may come and brow 
select materials. Browsing will have a 
30-minute limit. Face masks and gloves 
must be worn, and strict social distanc- 
ing will be maintained. All materials 
touched will be placed on a cart to be 
wiped, and quarantined before being 
returned to circulation. The circulation, 
Roosevelt, and non-fiction Rooms will 


She said the ability to fund purchases 
like their HVAC system and other things 
through the trust fund budget like plexi- 
glass, tents, and outdoor seating, has 
made these plans possible. 

“The only reason we’re able to do 
this is because of how Williamsburg has 
supported the building and the ability, 
with the support of the trust fund budget, 
we're able to buy things,” Jenkins said. 

“T would like to echo all the kudos 
to you and your staff,’ said Selectman 
Denise Banister. “I’ve got to say our 
HVAC system is admired around the 
whole district.” 

“Thank you to you and your staff. 
Terrific work,” added Sayre. 


WHITING 
ENERGY FUELS 
Heating Oil & Diesel 
whitingenergy.com 


300A KING ST., NORTHAMPTON 
584-3500 


11 CLEVELAND RD., DALTON 
1-800-722-0014 


Kirke R. Henshaw, Inc. 


Water Well Drilling, Water Pump Sales & Service 


Water 
Testing 


W: 5 Hyd : 
ver System Ff Bhan Hydkofacure 


800-232-4725 * Fax 413-296-4565 
Charles R. Henshaw 
130 Cummington Rd., W. Chesterfield, MA ¢ 413-296-4725 


Paul’s 
Plumbing & Heating 


System 
Evaluations 


238-0303 


PAUL GRAHAM 
Mass. License 23299 





be opened for browsing. 


The library will allow three com- 
puter appointments and two comput- 


Clad & 


er appointments using private devices. 
Face masks and gloves are required. 

Curbside services will contin- 
ue, and patrons may request curbside 
materials by calling the library to make 
requests or email kbort @otislibrary. 
org. 

Librarians can work with mem- 
bers of the public on an appointment 
basis using appropriate distancing 
procedures and personal protective 
equipment. Librarian services include 
preparing patron requests for pick up, 
copying, scanning, sending faxes, pro- 
viding technology assistance, research, 
and reference. 

Returned Materials must be 
placed in the outside book depository. 
Librarians empty this book depository 
wearing gloves, and masks. Returned 
items are placed in isolation for 72 
hours before being processed for return 
and subsequent circulation. 


“Submissions are always welcome. 
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DOWN 10 EARTH 
EXCAVATING x. 


Highly Regarded Professionals: Complete Site Work, 
Septic Development and Repairs. Fully insured. 


413+667+5269 


Paul & Randy LaPointe, Owners Huntington, Mass. 


\ Time to Carol Labonte 
“ai CLEAN UP Paul Labonte 


Se 
ve ©: r » S » 


Established in 1982 © House Cleaning Plus 
Carpet & Upholstery Steam Cleaned 
Wood Floors, Waxed & Buffed 
No Wax Floors, Stripped & Refinished 
Hauling Trash © Appliance Removal ¢ Pressure Washing 
Gutters Cleaned Out © Cleaning Out Cellars & Attics 


P.O. Box 244 Phone: (413) 238-5966 
Worthington, MA 01098 Fax: (413) 238-0459 


ARCHITECT 
JEFFREY SCOTT PENN 


77 Worthington Road, Huntington, MA 01050 
Tel. 413w-667-5230 
fax. 413-667-3082 
Email: jspsed @ verizon.net 


new construction, renovation, 
historic preservation 





Send us your engagement, wedding, baby, 


anniversary and graduation news and photos. 


Country Journal 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


email: countryjournal @turley.com 


DIRECTORY 


\. Dale’s Structural 
‘\ & Carpentry 


Home Improvement ¢ Additions ¢ Restorations * Remodeling 


Timber Frame Homes Kitchen & Baths 
Residential Drywall ¢ Paint ¢ Trim Work 
Seasonal Homes & Camps Windows ¢ Doors 

Garage Repairs Decks & Stairs 

Carriage & Colonial Barns _ Interior & Exterior Finishes 


Structural Repairs - Wood - Masonry 
Sagging Floors * Beams ° Sill Timbers * Columns ¢ Termite Damage 
Foundation Repairs ¢ Piers & Footings * Chimney Rebuilds 


413-667-3149 


e Tune Ups 
° Installations 
e Oil Tanks 


Huntington, Massachusetts 
Office 413.667.0245 
Cell 413.530.7037 


jeffsoilburnerservice@hotmail.com 





Contact 
John Baskin 
to advertise at 
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e Locally Owned & Operated for 50 Years 


e Qil Customers - 24 Hour Emergency 
service & Automatic Delivery Available 


3 Al's Tire & Auto Repair 


When it comes to tires we do It all, 
from wheelbarrows to big rigs. 


MOST MAJOR TIRE BRANDS AVAILABLE 


Brakes, Shocks, Struts, Front End Repairs & Alignments 


Air Conditioning Service 


918 Southampton Road, Westfield, MA 01085 
Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 


Mike Morin 562-3391 ~ 562-1 704 David Fasser 

































CLUES ACROSS 

1. Greasy powder 
(abbr.) 

5. Rural Free Delivery 
(abbr.) 

8. Amount of time 

11. Greeting 

13. Form of “to be” 

14. Israeli diplomat 

15. Outfit 

16. The 13th letter 
of the Hebrew 
alphabet 

17. Deceptive 
movement 

18. Anxious 

20. Popular Letterman 
guest 

21. Saints’ signal 
caller 

22. Intoxicate 

25. Relationship 

30. Ask for one’s 
hand in marriage 

31. Popular Will 
Ferrell film 

32. Gargle 














33. Warning sensation 


before migraine 

38. Returned material 
authorization 
(abbr.) 

41. Erases 

43. At ease 

45. Small branch of 
an artery 

48. Mother of Hermes 

49. Body part 

50. Cavalry sword 

55. Wellness chants 

56. Helps little firms 

57. Afflicted 

59. Peep 

60. Nellie _, 
journalist 

61. Spiritual leader 

62. Doctor of 
Education 

63. Affirmative 

64. Cheek 


CLUES DOWN 
1. Popular kids’ 
game 





2. Away from wind 
3. Round water pot 


4. Drink quickly 


5. A simple type of 


jet engine 

6. Something for 
nothing 

7. Painkiller 

8. Siskel’s pal 

9. Strong spirit 


distilled in Turkey 


10. Again 
12. Imitate 


14. Icelandic poems 


19. Jacob __, 
American 
journalist 

23. No (Scottish) 

24. Newborn 

25. Credit term 

26. Nonprofit 


research group 


in CA 
27. Male offspring 
28. Important 
baseball stat 


29. A way to compel 















































34. Fiddler crab 

35. Jewish equivalent 
of “Sir” 

36. Every 

37. Midway between 
east and 
southeast 

39. Anti-slavery treaty 

40. A friendly manner 

41. Military figure 
(abbr.) 

42. Area units 

44. Sudden 
incursions 

45. Expressed 
pleasure 

46. Covered with 
hoartfrost 

47. Job 

48. Donkey 

51. Swiss river 

52. Prejudice 

53. Actor Idris 

94. Light dry-gap 
bridge (abbr.) 

58. Criticize 
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Generations Since 1966 


e New System Installations - 


Mitsubishi Electric Diamond Dealer 


e Heating Oil Plus - Maximize Energy 


Dollars: Keep system running Clean 


79 Union St., Rear 2, Easthampton, MA 01027 
413-527-0194 


Open Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am - 4:00 pm 





THIS WEEK'S HOROSCOPES 


ARIES 

Mar 21/Apr 20 

Aries, let yourself drift 
off into a creative mode 
this week. Explore any 
artistic endeavor and 
dream as big as your 
mind allows. Don’t limit 
this expressive outlet. 


TAURUS 

Apr 21/May 21 

This week you may be 
feeling especially loving 
and romantic, Taurus. 
Consider treating your 
special someone to a 
home-cooked meal or 
going for a stroll in the 
park. 


GEMINI 

May 22/Jun 21 

Gemini, if things get a 
little confusing over the 
next couple of days, 
don’t feel the need to try 
to figure everything out. 
Take what you need to 
get your tasks done. 
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CANCER 

Jun 22/Jul 22 

Cancer, it may seem 
like you are juggling a 
hundred things at once. 
Take a step back to ex- 
hale and recharge your 
batteries. This will prove 
a welcome break. 


LEO 

Jul 23/Aug 23 

Leo, when faced with 
too many choices, you 
may find it hard to make 
a decision. Instead, se- 
lect two or more and 
sample which is best. 
Don’t let indecisiveness 
derail your plans. 


VIRGO 

Aug 24/Sept 22 
Calming, relaxing activi- 
ties are the best way to 
fill up your week, Virgo. 
Spend time taking long 
walks with friends or 
hanging out without 
much advance planning. 


Here’s How It Works: 
sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 


3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 


eet TT fof fols 
EE [efelot 
ET EL fof} fe 


S 
K 
— 


LIBRA 

Sept 23/0ct 23 

Libra, one minute you 
feel one thing and an- 
other you’ve changed 
your mind. Sit down and 
think over the pros and 
cons of each direction 
before making a final 
decision. 


SCORPIO 

Oct 24/Nov 22 

Scorpio, your social 
schedule fills up quick- 
ly this week. You may 
enjoy getting out of the 
house or the office, but 
remember to do it ina 
responsible and safe 
way. 


SAGITTARIUS 
Nov 23/Dec 21 

No one but you can start 
working toward your 
goals, Sagittarius. Stop 
dragging your feet and 
put a good plan into 
action in the next few 
days. 


more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle! 
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CAPRICORN 
Dec 22/Jan 20 
Capricorn, whether you 
realize it or not, you 
have a great deal of 
freedom to do what you 
want. Be spontaneous 
and start pursuing some 
of your goals. 


AQUARIUS 

Jan 21/Feb 18 

People may not be re- 
ceptive to your usual 
brand of humor this 
week, Aquarius. Do 
more listening than 
talking. Try to keep sar- 
casm to a minimum and 
lay low. 


PISCES 

Feb 19/Mar 20 

Don’t be overly con- 
cerned with what others 
think about you, Pisces. 
Even if you're feeling 
like a fish out of water, 
forge ahead with your 
unique ideas. 


Fun By The 
Numbers 


Like puzzles? 
Then you'll love 
sudoku. This 
mind-bending 
puzzle will have 
you hooked from 
the moment you 
Square off, So 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your Sudoku 
savvy to the test! 


WESTFIELD NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS 


AUTO PARTS inc 


_ 
CARQUEST 


AUTO PARTS 
& SUPPLIES 


* Complete Auto Machine Shop Service %* Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds 


* Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer * Hydraulic Hoses 


Call “DALE” 


8-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD 


Dial 568-8944 o 568-1611 Fax # 568-1554 





Now stocking 
Car Quest 
Filters made 
by WIX, 
Amalie Oil, 
Bailing Twine 
& 
Tractor Parts 
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OBITUARIES 





Joseph M. Burkott, 77 


Joseph M. Burkott, 77, of Westfield 
died peacefully at home with his family at 
his bedside. He was born in Westfield to 
Elizabeth Margaret (Pitoniak) and Joseph 
Stanley Burkott. He was raised in Russell 
and attended Russell Village School. He 
graduated from Westfield Vocational High 
School as a machinist. He earned certificate 
degrees in paper manufacturing, specialized 
coloring, and computer science. He worked 
at Strathmore Paper Company and Ensign 
Bickford. He also worked at Fowler Farms and was 
part owner of Fowler Farms Produce Market. He was 
in the Army National Guard. He raised his family in 
Russell, and then moved to Westfield. He enjoyed 
farming, hunting and fishing. He was also a great 
cook, well known for his soups and Polish food. 

He leaves his wife of 57 years Alice (Aspinall), 
his daughter Patricia Simonowicz (Joseph), sis- 
ter Dorothy Boisseau, daughters-in-law Deborah, 
Elizabeth, and Aime. He had six grandchildren 
Adam Simonowicz (Stephanie), Joseph Simonowicz, 





Elizabeth Addington (Zachary), Alexandra 
Burkott (Ricardo), John Burkott (Tamari), 
Jennifer Burkott; three step grandchil- 
dren Wesley, Ashley, Marshall; three great 
granddaughters, Elliana, Harper, Aroura; 
one step great granddaughter, Ellie; God 
daughter Deborah Clark; sisters-in-law Ella 
Perry (Melvin), Margaret Snyder (Ronald), 
Jackie Welch; brothers-in-law Benjamin 
Aspinall (Jeanne) and Robert Aspinall 
(Susan). He leaves many cousins, nieces, 
nephews, and friends. He will be missed by his cats 
Jerry Lee and Gracie. He was predeceased by his 
parents; sons Michael, John, and James Burkott; his 
sisters Jean Marcil and Elizabeth Clark; sister-in-law 
Diane Circosta Aspinall; and brothers-in-law Gene 
Boisseau, Elwin (Tommy) Clark, Robert Marcil, and 
John Aspinall. 

Services will be private. Donations can be made 
to St. Jude Children’s Hospital. We would like to thank 
the staff at Baystate Noble Hospital and Westfield Fire 
Department for their outstanding care and compassion. 


Nancy Anne Curtis 


Nancy Anne Curtis passed away at home on Sept. 
5, with her family at her bedside. She was born at 
home on May 30, 1937, a daughter of Forrest and 
Anna Ballou Curtis. She served in the United States 
Air Force after high school and graduated from North 
Adams State Teacher’s College in 1963. She began 
her teaching career on Martha’s Vineyard and after she 
earned her master’s degree and CAGS, the rest of her 
career was focused on Special Education. 

She leaves a daughter, Gayle Gagnon, and three 
sisters: Mary Jane Miller, Naomi B. Sturtevant and 
Sarah J Prince. She was predeceased by her brother, 


PLAINFIELD 


PAINT JOB 
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This past week, the Plainfield Congregational Church on 
Main Street began the repainting of the Steeple on the 
church. The church building, constructed in 1840, sits 
at 1,700 feet above sea level and is subject to hilltown 
weather year-round. It is both difficult and expensive to 
maintain a church steeple at this elevation. The church 
members remain committed to the effort needed to 


maintain its golden globe topped steeple. 
Submitted photo 
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Remembering 9/11 on Friday, Sept. 11 at 10 a.m.at the 
Plainfield Public Safety Complex. 


John. She will be greatly missed by her three grand- 
daughters and their families and her many beloved 
nieces and nephews, cousins, and a multitude of 
friends. She will be remembered for her generosity to 
all. 

A committal service for the family will be held 
at the East Street (Bofat) Cemetery on Saturday, 
Sept. 19, at 1 p.m. Memorial gifts may be made 
to Chesterfield Congregational Church, P. O. Box 
56, Chesterfield MA 01012 or East Street Cemetery 
Association, care of Nancy Boyle, P.O. Box 15, 
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DEATH NOTICES 





BURKOTT, JOSEPH M. 


Died Sept. 3, 2020 
Services will be Private 


CURTIS, NANCY ANN 


Died Sept. 5, 2020 
Committal Service Sept. 19, at 1 p.m. 
East Street (Bofat) Cemetery 
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OBITUARY POLICY 


Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 





Submitted photo by David Alvord 


Chesterfield, MA 01012. 


TOWN OF BLANDFORD 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 
PUBLIC NOTICE 
DEER HUNTING PERMITS 

The Blandford 
Conservation Commission will 
be available on September 
28, 2020 between 6:00 
and 7:00 PM outside of the 
Blandford Town Hall to 
receive deer hunting Permit 
Applications for Town — 
owned Conservation proper- 
ties. Due to Covid 19 masks 
and social distancing will be 
required. The Conservation 
properties include the 
Knittel Conservation Area 
on Herrick Road, Shepard 
Farm Conservation Area on 
Route 23 and the Long Pond 
Conservation Area on North 
Blandford Road. If more appli- 
cations are received than the 
allotted number of permits for 
each area, the permits will be 
selected on a random basis. 
If additional permits are avail- 
able after September 28, 
they will be issued on first 
come- first serve basis by 
contacting the Conservation 
Commission. Applications 
will only be accepted from 
those that present a valid 
Massachusetts hunting or 
sporting licenses at the time 
of application. Each applicant 
must personally submit his or 
her own Application. Permits 
issued will only be valid for the 
2020 deer hunting seasons. 
Each Applicant will be issued 
a permit to hunt in only one 
of the above Conservation 
properties. Permit Applications 
will be available at the Town 
Hall on September 28. For 
further information or ques- 
tions, please contact the 
Conservation Commission at 
(413) 848 4279 x 202. 
9/17/2020 


HAMPSHIRE, SS: 
COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 
TRIAL COURT OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH 
SUPERIOR COURT 
HAMPSHIRE, SS: 
DOCKET NO. 2080 CV 00010 
DONALD EXWARE and 


PUBLIC NOTICES www. 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


MARY LOU M. EXWARE 
Plaintiffs 
vs. 

THE HEIRS OF MARY C. 
FISKE and SUCH PERSONS, 
IF ANY UNASCERTAINED, 
NOT IN BEING, UNKNOWN, 
WITHIN OR WITHOUT THE 
COMMONWEALTH, OR WHO 
CANNOT BE SERVED WITH 
PROCESS, THEIR HEIRS OR 
LEGAL REPRESENTATIVES 
OR SUCH OTHER PERSONS 
AS SHALL BECOME THEIR 
HEIRS, DEVISEES OR 
APPOINTEES 

Defendants 

HARRY JEKANOWSKI, JR., 

CLERK OF COURTS 

HAMPSHIRE COUNTY 

SUPERIOR COURT 

15 GOTHIC ST., 

PO BOX 1119 

NORTHAMPTON, MA 01061 

ORDER OF NOTICE BY 
PUBLICATION 
PURSUANT TO 
M.G.L, C. 240, S.7 

TO THE ABOVE NAMED 
DEFENDANTS: 

WHEREAS, a civil action 
has been begun against you in 
our Superior Court by Donald 
Exware and Mary Lou M. 
Exware wherein they are seek- 
ing an order from this Court 
declaring and adjudicating that 
they are the owners of a parcel 
of land located at 2 Rear, Main 
St., Huntington, Hampshire 
County, MA; and further they 
seek an order from this Court 
declaring and adjudicating that 
the deed that they received 
from your predecessors in title 
be reformed to include said 
parcel of land; and further that 
you be forever barred from 
asserting any claims to said 
parcel. 

WE COMMAND YOU 
if you intend to make any 
defense, that on 10/26/2020 
or within such further time as 
the law allows you do cause 
your written pleading to be 
filed in the office of the Clerk 
of Court named above, in said 
Commonwealth, and further 
that you defend against said 
suit according to law if you 
intend any defense, and that 
you do and receive what the 
Court shall order and adjudge 





ARE NOW ONLINE 


therein. 

Hereof fail not, at your 
peril, or as otherwise said suit 
may be adjudged and orders 
entered in your absence. 

After consideration of the 
Motion filed by the Plaintiff 
and the exhibits and materi- 
als submitted therewith, the 
Court finds that personal ser- 
vice cannot be made upon 
the abovenamed defendants. 
Therefore, it is ORDERED 
that notice of this suit be given 
to them by publishing, once 
a week for three successive 
weeks, the last publication to 
be at least 20 days before said 
return day in the: 

Newspaper: Country 

Journal 

City/Town: Huntington 

CLERK OF COURTS 
Harry Jekanowski, Jr. 

DATE ISSUED: September 

1, 2020 


9/10, 9/17, 9/24/2020 


Town of Blandford 
Conservation Commission 
Legal Notice 

At its regularly sched- 
uled meeting on September 
28, 2020 at 7:15 PM at 
the Blandford Town Hall, 
1 Russel Stage Road, the 
Blandford Conservation 
Commission will consider a 
Request for Determination of 
Applicability (RDA) related to 
Herbicide application along 
Interstate 90, Eastbound and 
Westbound Lanes (including 
entrance and exit ramps) in 
the Town of Blandford. The 
Request was submitted by 
MassDOT. The Commission 
will make its determina- 
tion in accordance with the 
provisions of the Wetlands 
Protection Act, M.G.L. c 131, 
Sec. 40 (as amended). 

Plans and additional infor- 
mation are on record in the 
Office of the Conservation 
Commission. Please call 
(413) 848 4279 X202 to 
make arrangements to review 
Plans. 

Note: In order to main- 
tain Covid /social dis- 
tancing requirements this 





Meeting will be held by 
teleconference. To join 
the meeting call: (701) 802 
5305 and then enter access 
code: 629717 
Richard Gates, Chair 
Town of Blandford 
Conservation Commission 
9/17/2020 


Town of Williamsburg 
Notice of 
Public Tree Hearing 
Planning Board and 
Tree Warden 
Monday, September 28, 2020 
at 7 p.m. By Zoom 
Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://usO2web.zoom. 
us/j/85058585608 
Meeting ID: 850 5858 5608 
One tap mobile: 
+19292056099, 85058585608 
# US (New York) 
+13017158592, 85058585608 
# US (Germantown) 
Pursuant to MGL Chapter 
87, section 3, a public hear- 
ing will be held on Monday, 
September 28, 2020 at 7 
p.m. via Zoom to consider 
a request to remove a 32” 
maple tree at 31 Village Hill 
Rd. The tree is marked. 
9/17, 9/24/2020 


Town of Williamsburg 
Notice of 
Public Tree Hearing 
Planning Board and 
Tree Warden 
Monday, September 28, 2020 
at 7 p.m. By Zoom 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://usO2web.zoom. 
us/j/85058585608 
Meeting ID: 850 5858 5608 
One tap mobile 
+19292056099, 85058585608 
# US (New York) 
+13017158592, 85058585608 
# US (Germantown) 
Pursuant to MGL Chapter 
87, section 3, and MGL 40, 
section 15C a public hear- 
ing will be held on Monday, 
September 28, 2020 at 7 
p.m. via Zoom to consid- 
er a request to remove a 
deceased 12” sugar maple 
tree across from 59 Depot 
Road. The tree is marked. 
9/17, 9/24/2020 


VISTT 


publicnotices.turley.com 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 





ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 








hn eK 
A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 


Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


i 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 





MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


2) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


Visit us at 


www. 


turley 


com 





sDigital Photos 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


Purchase a photo that recently 

cc lamlamelal=meymele|auelele)i(er-inlelatoe 
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photo-request 





FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call toll free: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$10.00 


Base Price 
$12.00 


Base Price 
$14.00 


Base Price 
$16.00 


Base Price 
$18.00 


Name: 

Address: 

Town: 

Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 

Card #: 


Amount of charge: 


_1 MasterCard 


Base Price 
$10.50 


Base Price 
$12.50 


Base Price 
$14.50 


Base Price 
$16.50 


Base Price 
$18.50 


LI VISA 


_jJ Discover 


Base Price 
$11.00 


Base Price 
$13.00 


Base Price 
$15.00 


Base Price 
$17.00 


Base Price 
$19.00 





Phone: 


State: 


X per week rate = $ 
Ll Check# 
CVV 


_} Cash 
Exp. Date 
Date: 


Zip: 


DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


Base Price 
$9.50 


Base Price 
$11.50 


Base Price 
$13.50 


Base Price 
$15.50 


Base Price 
$17.50 


Base Price 
$19.50 


Hilltowns 


Circulation: 11,900 










First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 

xX Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


a 
BER 


= | BLANDFORD 


Buy the Hilltowns ZONE for $9.50 for 20 words 
plus 50¢ for each additional word. 

Add $10 for a second Zone or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 


SHELBURNE 
BUCKLAND 









Includes 
additional words 


$10.00 
$5.00 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


Quabbin 
wd 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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: 
LET US BE YOUR GUIDE - EXPERIENCE A DISPENSARY LIKE NO OTHER Z. 


74 COTTAGE STREBA 


‘WIN EASTHAMPTON 
"OPEN DAILY 108M-8PM 


. AWE / (413) 327-9393 


N _/ EASTHAMPTONDISPENSARY.COM 
~~ di (@EASTHAMP TONDISPENSARY 










qual ITY | 
‘CMVABIS fe 


~ EDIBLE | 


PRE-ROL] 
mo ON Th TES 







SCAN TO SEE OUR | 


s HBETTERYOURJOURNEY 
ALL You NEED IS A VALID 21+ ID! 


Please Consume Responsibly, This product may cause impairment and may be habit forming. For use only by adults 21 years of age or older.Keep out of the reach of children. 





This product has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There is limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there 
may be associated health risks. Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feedingmay pose potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when 
under the influence of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. 

Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. The impairment effects of edible marijuana may be delayed by two hours or more. 

In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 9-1-1. This product may be illegal outside of MA. 


